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Dear Jim, Bud/fccDonnelll contract 1^5/75 

When you dcscribod the ppovisions of this strange contract to nie earlier today 

I was surprised. 1 had heard, probably from you, that Herb sent copies but none for me. 

Perhaps specifying that 1 was to get none. I haven* t been thinking of that part. 

I spent four hours making packages before and after supper, after taking Lil 
shopping, when coy left leg began to bother me again. Once X completed the packaging 
and was sitting back resting and thinking thi.~ and the KYTimes vibes of the past few 
days would not leave my mind. 

I decided first tliat I can't stay up and t ink this through, that I need the 
sleep or at least the sack time. And second that without taking the time to tiy to 
organize thorn to toll you the thoughts that whether or not correct did come to mind. 

First, I think you got suckered into a deal you should not have signed. I presume 

you took Bud on faith and were satisfied when he gave you what he had agreed to that 
it was OK. It was not. Counsellor, learn from this one. There is nothing on which you 
can tru 3 t Bud*s judgement or detachment and if it in any way involves you, read it with 
greatest care, tfhy Bud did this is another question. Bo knows hotter. Lemming or not. 

I would like a copy* I will not use it without your OK and I want it to have and 
on file rather than for use. Among the needs I anticipate are to protect you and for Jimmy 
if what comes front thin is what I see as possible if not probably. 

Bud signed a contract clearly and unquestionably against Jimmy's interest. He 
also enaged in one, making you party to it, that was used against Jimmy * b interest. 

He did it beliind my back, when that was my ai-ea of work and mine alone, certainly 
not his. When t e concept was mine going back to my earliest writing on this and my 
work for Jiim.y. Whether or not wrong by bar standards it was wrong in every other way* 

On professional and personal levels it was unconscionable. And racKyx crazy. 

In reading the exchange with Haynes before /^cRae in preparation for Mo's planned 
coming I find t at McRae cast me and me alone in this particui&r role in the defense, if 
irrationally and impossibly. Aside from practise this is all I need should there be 
the emergency I hope does not present itself. 

The net effect, aside from other defects, of what you read me is to give Herb 
precisely those rights those lawyers against whom we complained hadf exclusive and com- 
mercial* Jimmy has no right to anything. I ask his investigator have no right to any- 
thing. Bud and you have no right except to hold the pictures in your hands as you 
contemplate your navels. 

as I was thinking I was surprised that Jinmy, who has the CBS papers, has ex- 
pressed no euspicion. I guess that is his trust in you and me and the impact on him 
of what Herb testified to. 

I am clear on wnat Happened and had some of it planned in advance, bike the 
lecture that was seemingly addressed to you in Bubba'o office but was for Henry's 
benefit. I did not have to sec t e stub of buii.et in aa vance to plan this. My work on 
the ammo and the documents made it certain* v 

You wanted me to phone Herb. I asked you to because A had no way of malting aiiy 
commitment and because he and I had nov>. r spokon and beceur.e you were the only available 
lawyer, with Bud preparing for his big case in the Soviet u niou, on vodka. You phoned 
Herb ana got him to phono ioe. With his permssion I taped the conversation for you and 
gave you the tape, frobably one of the inexpensive yellow ones 1 use. Except for payment 
and date I made all the arraugemonis. Including declining Herb's offer to decline and 
hie recommendation of a man in or near Minneapolis, Borg, I think Sanford* My certainties 
anu my evaluation of the eviaontiaty wavlue were such you vfili find a memo in which I 
asked ^ut to u^g him, too - before either Herb of anyone else made any examination* I 
think no other demon;- tration of certainty is needed. Or correctness. 
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There were two purposes, and because they were mine 1 know the®* for use in the 
evidentiary h arin, ana for use jLntxzxx trial and in? preparation for trial* had 1 any 
other purpose there obviously would not have boen all this silence from Me* I am now 
in the position of having to use others as associate invest ugators, among other things* 

To now it has been effective and informative and KX.V" in Jinny 1 g interest, not mine. 
Rejjardloao of the outcome to this minute it ha« been more than worthwhile. In time you'll 
know the details* Right now I'm hoping the vibes are from tiredness and concern that when 
t use iay logo they still swell* 

Row it came to paer decs not interest /io. Tlx effect does* 1 now fine that 
without speaking to me Bud agreed to if he die not negotiate a contract with AcDonaell 
that hao no provision Oi which I knoi. thai is in Jiu.y'3 interest aim lacks rovsiiions 
required, for Jimmy's interest and now, hopefully, operative against; them# Bud's doing. 
Ever if what x hevc arranged does not coup, to pass it be to Jimmy's interest to have 
this for which I arranged and despite Herb's qualification specified what I wanted* 

I remind you again and not for ego purposes that I did this, I alone, and tliat I 
specified not only what Herb did bgt what is not in the list of pix you ave me. We 
need more, I specified more and with the windowsill I physically painted out iiiore. 

I mean I went over and showed Herb. He has to have more windowsill pictures an-1 I want 
them produced* 1(Xl/£ plus, you cgu or cannot toll Bud as you see fit, an agreement from 
him not to make any further use of them or any further showing oi them* We can't undo 
CBS and I want no stinks* Jim.y can't stand them* or you* They woulu help only me and 
I forgo them* 

Except for your understanding as if can have mi effect on your of Jinm.y I ask 
bo thing of you on this now and not for the coining week* By then we'li have a butter 
understanding of the situation anu whether what 1 have been working on comes off. (if 
Bud's j> reso conference deal with Downing is on the Aay case he had better be prepared 
for tliat of w Lech by now he knows I am capable. Hick of not.J mean tliis literally* I 
am now capable of holding a press conference on cy own. I can pay the rental of space* 

I think you should tell him this promptly, merely that I hear he i3 in on such a press 
conference but that if it deals with key without hia having talked to me or asked my 
permission to use my work he'd better take & large store of food to western Kd.) He 
won't dare show his face anywhere else. Or will never get over being sorry.) 

Bud nas a consistent record of doing wrong and .massing up in the Ray case and 

I have a complete enough written reoord. At some point we are going $o have to con- 

front reality: Bud has been the greatest liability in the case and is probably the 
only reason 4t isn' t over. 

Vie both have these money and tint * problems. I su gest tliat you get Dick or some- 
one else to explore the possibilities of liaddling th* remaining work with Ray recognised 
as Battle bid with a nultimiliionaire counsel, as a pauper. If this can bo done wo 
can eliminate our greatest problem. If you do not do this or cannot it will leave me 
with tho need, whether or not 1 can meet it, in your interest and Jiimny 's, or seeing 
what else is possible. Aside from massing things up all Hud has done is meet some of the 
cash costs in return for which he has had a rich and entirely unjustified harvest* 

Realize the position I see my sell* in now, with the obligation I boar Jimmy. I <io 

have a conflict* I have little trouble resolving it br-rause those minor parts of the costs 

^ud pays are essential to Jimmy. 

Realize also now that I am ill and am not throwing off the symptoms that I am 
neither able nor willing for an indefinite continuation of tliis kind of situation, those 
of tliu past, anu those I can anticipate ahead. I think we are at the point where we 
must soon get head-to-head with this. Believe me, if I have to bo carried in I am willing 
to cloboer Bud an thin, much as I hope it will not bo necessary. 

I believe that if Bud did nut contrive the situation represented in th»- McDonnell 
contract kept secret from me he is lawyer enough to have understood it. And crazy with 
£go enough to have wanted it. 
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I have no selfish pur;x>se in this, Remember, you are the one who su^-ustod to me 
v;hen I old not nic of it to tell the riffles that ii they do not agree to do the story 
as an interview I would hold a press conference and rcloaso it to all. My interests here 
arc Jim y' s ana ycurs. There can be no personal benefit to we. 

We are at a critical point. We are at tiie point of Buccese. There aro problems. 

I warned vuu that * have before been at a similar poijt with the Tlu.es ^and not tao Tines 
alone) and had it aborted. My reading of lios's continually shifting asslnwmta rejdnda 
me of bo t iuoh in tho aot. John scorns tc have done veyy well in California. But it was 
Ko who was to have gone. John used Mo's leads and work. Then they were sending him to 
Teaao . ban 1 1 arnad about tide and gave him what he needed to use for leanings. Then 
this morning, I'm sure from bed, he phoned uie, a* ked me the state ox ioy disposition, arid 
told me ho was in Tampa i It was understood that Horrock would not got to Bud ana iie 
is th* one who was sont. corrook, who was to have called me and didn't, did not have 
to know lu&ro th <n Bud needed to duplicate what . ou and I have dona for bud to gat and 
gave to Downing. (Can he be the one Tyler would not inuetify as tho 1571 person not 
known to be a writer? Or ono of his?) 

I am no longer willing to take a c/iarltabif; view of bud end what lie does arul 
doesn't do. I tlien felt ana X am now convinced that the only reason he an^ou me about 
your arguin the case before 6th circuit is because he knows he docan t know enough# 

lam also well aware of tlie inability of people to face or oven understand 
tneir emotional problems. Our situation, u\y diatuation and your placid peaceful, 
unselfish <liapo ration in which it would be against your nature to hassle with Bud are 
wliat A have to keep in roind. We have to cope with tho problem Bud presents. But if 
I have to cope with it cy way, I will. I will avoid it as Ion- as I can but wi^en «j© 
ti^.Q Hornes and I nxn convinced I can no longer, 1 won't. Bffd nilll thon ba the least of 
my cancer as. 

I'm tired, I'm disgusted by al.L of this, I should iiave been in bed before this 
and I'm r.ot an prepared for an I should be. Trying to inform you at this point 
florms urro important to n «. J. really want to spend my time other ways and trying to 
rebuild. But Bud's record can't be ignored and this insane contract troubles m deeply. 

My one pur poa- is to be prepared. If you feel you can't ^Lve me a copy of the ttchonell 
deal, don't# I think I should have it- should have when it was executed - but. I 11 not 
Contest your judgi'nent. 

The way I feel now, and tirodneoo and d «S§^let may influence 4 roe, is that this is 
bat nne more in a series of potentially ruinouaneos o n or hate indulgences that at 
eoro point havo to cons to an and. 

It is at this point that I got worried enough to call you last night.I've slept 
fairly well if auxin lit lie and haven't baa time to think anything through# However, my 
instlctive reaction to your writing Herb and unilateral] y obrogating the contract is that 
it is the fine and right move. By the war, it violates cy initial agreement with i*ud about 
which while 1 auiy perhaps not be able to do anything there is nothing to Keep me from 
talking and 1 can produce a record of his uiicon tested representation of it tho first time 
I got proof of its violation# The one thing 1 can add ic t'nat if I ever feel the need to 
go public exu t is 1 certainly will. And if Wrone or soreonc skilled visits over- tho 
holidays I surely will tape an oral history. I've already asked ho to do in in confidence 
if he ever has tho time# For a record for the- future only is my ire rent intent. If the 
Tices backs out I think Crowdson zay be of a >vind to toko the time and I'd trust him. 

The way things liav. turned out it ie an important part of thn history of this period. 

Hastily, 


